31 ^ Pine Street 
NewOrleans, La. 7OII8 
May 9 , i960 

. *- 

Dear Harold* 

This will have to be a very brief reply to your two letters. I 
am off bright and early tomorrow to join the poof people&s 
march . 

First cf f, please feel welcome to stay with us at any time and 
for any length of time you feel necessary. Don't wait until you' 
dodging Bringuier for an excuse. If you want to make my place 
your permanent headquarters in New Orleans that would be 
wonderful. As Ruiz Thir£.nez (the guy £hxsl from New Mexico who 
tried to claim a town -under an old treaty ceeding it to Mexicans) 
said to me last week, "There are few enough good people in the 
world. We must stick together and help each other." You have 
to understand (as I&m sure you do) that we are busy most of the 
tiHffi & donjt have the time or energy to "entertain" guests in 
the middle class manner, but if you want to live with us as 
on® of the family without special considerations or privileges, 

I want you to feel most welcome. That goes for when I&m out 
of town" as well. You can have a key & feel free to come & go. 


I would be most interested in any material on the N.S.R.P. you 
can provide. I think it is extremely relevant to the invest- 
igation . 

It's too early to talk about publication now. We need to do 
much more dolid digging first. At the moment I am still trying 
to get Jim Lawson, the most powerful movement person in Memphis, 
and a fine person, to move agressively to form a national 
NEGRO committee of inguiry. When this is accomplished, 1 can 
get financial backing to carry on the inquiry. Without that, it 
would be very difficult, and also I want to see if Negroes are 
really interested enough to get out and form that organization 
on their own. Meamiiile, Dick Billings (if not LIFE) continues 
to show interest, and the Times of London is still a good pro- 
spect for backing and publication . If these publications fall 
through we can think about Ramparts, Paralax st.aL Meantime I&m 
trying to keep the issue alive in Memphis, stay alive aid 
solvent myself and maintain the interest of those people I've 
talked to. It's damn frustrating not to be able to plunge right 
in, but I think a committee will come to life inthe next week 
or so, and thep the way will be clearer. 


I don't know if I&ve covered everything. But I 
Please stay with us . . . .and send those file5__ij 

Cordially^// 


have to 
ou can. 


stop. 



